Healing and miracle-working powers

As far as we know, no miraculous powers were given to any man before Moses! No miracles were worked, for example, by Abraham the man of faith or by godly Joseph. 

There was a positive flurry of supernatural activity in the days of Moses - from the plagues of Egypt to the miraculous provision for the nation in the wilderness. 

Such extraordinary signs ceased then until the days of Elijah, some 600 years later. Many were the miracles which cluster around the names of Elijah and Elisha - including raising the dead, making an axe head to swim, bringing fire from heaven on both altars and men etc. 

Then again, no men with miraculous powers appeared until our Lord Himself some 900 years later. Of John the baptist, the greatest of the prophets and filled with the Spirit from his mother's womb, Luke 1.15, it was said, "John indeed did no sign", John 10.41.

The breaking in of miracle-working powers coincided with critical points in God's revelation of Himself to men.  ‘The law was given through Moses’, John 1.17. Elijah and Elisha can be said to have introduced the prophetical era in a distinctive sense - coming in advance of the writing prophets of the Old Testament.  Miraculous signs were needed to confirm that these men were indeed God's messengers. That is, the burst of miracles vindicated the messenger and accredited his message. 

Consider Moses, for example. When he was concerned that the people would not believe his message, God gave him signs to perform, Exod.4.1-9. Stephen reported that Moses led Israel out of bondage "doing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, at the Red Sea and in the desert for 40 years", Acts 7.36. 

Consider Elijah. His raising of the son of the widow of the Zarephath caused her to acknowledge, "now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in my mouth is truth", 1 Kings 17.24. That is, the sign acted as his credentials to be God's messenger and also served to confirm the truth of his message.

God had given evidence therefore that both the law and the prophets represented revelations from Him.  But both Moses and Elijah had to take a back seat when the Lord Jesus came, Matt. 17.3-5 - note the emphasis on revelation (‘Hear Him’) which we find on the Mount of Transfiguration.  The Lord Jesus had come to reveal the gospel – described as ‘so great a salvation’, Heb. 2.3.  The credentials which He and His apostles offered were many mighty and impressive miracles; e.g. Matt 11.2 - 6; John 3.2; 10.37 - 38; Acts 2.22, 43; 14.3; Romans 15.18 - 19; 2 Corinthians 12.11 - 12; Hebrews 2.3 – 4.  

But miraculous signs of this kind do not to be repeated indefinitely to demonstrate that the gospel represents a fresh revelation from God, any more than Moses’ miraculous signs needed to be repeated indefinitely to demonstrate that the law represented a revelation from God.
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