OUTLINE OF 1 CORINTHIANS 14

Paul demonstrates that prophecy is superior to tongues, vv.1-25 :

· the different effects of the two gifts on believers, vv.1-19.  Paul applies the tests of edification and intelligibility. 

· the different effects of the two gifts on unbelievers, vv.20-25. 

Paul provides practical directions to govern the use of gifts in the church, vv.26-35 :

· instructions relative to tongue-speakers, vv.27-28

· instructions relative to prophets, vv.29-33a 

· instructions relative to women, vv.33b-35.  

(Each section refers to ‘speak’ and ‘be silent’.)

Paul brings the long section about spiritual gifts to a blunt and forceful, albeit affectionate, conclusion, vv.36-40.

