STRUCTURE OF 1 CORINTHIANS 14. 27-35

Instructions relative to the tongue-speakers, vv. 27-28
(i) only two or three are to ‘speak’ – thereby safeguarding against those with the gift of tongues being allowed to dominate the meeting;

(ii) they are to speak in turn – that is, one at a time;

(iii) one is to interpret – using the auxiliary gift to the gift of tongues (cf. 12. 10);

(iv) there are circumstances requiring the tongue-speaker to ‘be silent’ – namely, if there is no interpreter present – heralded by Paul’s ‘But if’, v. 28.

Instructions relative to the prophets, vv. 29-33 
(i) only two or three are to ‘speak’ – thereby safeguarding against those with the gift of prophecy being allowed to dominate the meeting;

(ii) in this case there is no need to specify ‘each in turn’, because the man’s prophetic words are addressed to other saints and are spoken for the benefit of the whole church;

(iii) others are to judge (discern, weigh) the message – using the auxiliary gift to the gift of prophecy (cf. 12. 10);

(iv) there are circumstances requiring the prophet to ‘be silent’ – namely, if a revelation is received by another prophet – heralded by Paul’s ‘But if’, v. 30. 

Instructions relative to the womenfolk, vv.34-35  

(i) none are to ‘speak’ – there are therefore no issues about ‘two or three’ or about ‘each in turn’;

(ii) in the churches they are to ‘be silent’.

