1 CORINTHIANS 9

Paul vindicates his office as an apostle, vv.1-3.

Paul establishes his right to be supported but denies that he has exercised that right, vv.4-15. His right to maintenance justified on seven grounds :

· The precedent set by the other apostles, vv.4-6;

· Examples drawn from ordinary, everyday life, v.7;

· The teaching of the scriptures, vv.8-10;

· Fairness – the repayment of a debt, v.11;

· The practice of other preachers and teachers, v.12;

· The divinely chosen method of supporting 

religious workers in Israel, v.13; 

· The Lord’s express appointment, v.14.

Paul explains the ground of his glorying, vv.16-18.

Paul chooses to use his freedom from all to voluntarily enslave himself to all – that he might save some, vv.19-23. 

Paul draws an illustration from the Greek games to sound a warning against complacence and self-confidence, vv.24-27.

